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48SJ-ECAoM Elective course- Anthropology of Medicine
ECTS: 0.88 
CYCLE: 2023Z

SUBJECT MATTER CONTENT

CLASSES
Topics of lectures: 1. Introduction to Anthropology of Medicine. Medicine
as  an  Ethnographic  category-  Ethnomedicine.  2.Illness  and  disease  -
anthropological  approach to medicine. 3. Divination and Diagnosis as a
Sociocultural  Process  (Theories  of  Natural  Causation,  Theories  of
Supernatural Causation, Social Consequences). 4. The role of Beliefs and
Customs in medical practice. 5. Pain, Stress, Death - Cultural Conditions
and  Environmental  Pressures.  6.  The  Position  of  Patient  (afflicted)  in
Society.  7.  Conceptions  of  Healing  -  Statuses  and  Roles.  8.
Ethnopsychiatry  and  Ethnopharmacology.  9.  Anthropology  of  Bioethics.
Perspectives  on  Culture,  Medicine,  and  Morality  .  10.  Anthropology  of
Medicine Today - conclusions. WYKŁAD:

TEACHING OBJECTIVE
The  main  aim  of  the  course  is  to  familiarize  students  with  the  basic
knowledge of  medical  anthropology  and  present  how phenomenon of
health and disease is culturally modified.

DESCRIPTION OF THE LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE 
IN RELATION TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECOND LEVEL LEARNING 
OUTCOMES FOR QUALIFICATIONS AT LEVELS 6-8 OF THE 
POLISH QUALIFICATION FRAMEWORK IN RELATION TO THE 
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES AND THE EFFECTS FOR FIELDS OF 
STUDY:

Symbols for outcomes 
related to the discipline:

M/NM+++, M/NMA_P7S_KO++, 
M/NMA_P7S_WG+++, M/NMA_P7S_KR++, 
M/NMA_P7S_UW+++

Symbols for outcomes 
related to the field of study: 

M/NM_D.W1.+, M/NM_D.W10.+, K.4.+, D.U5.+, 
K.1.+, D.U1.+, D.U14.+, E.U1.+, M/NM_D.W11.+

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Knowledge:
W1 –   Student knows how the phenomenon of health and disease is
culturally modified and has knowledge of the socio-cultural aspects of
patient’s behavior

Skills:
U1 –  Student is able to exam and treat culturally different patients and
make the patient's welfare a priority of the proceedings

Social competence:
K1 –  Student is ready to build the atmosphere of trust in relation doctor
- patient and  patient's family.

TEACHING FORMS AND METHODS:

Legal acts specifying 
learning outcomes: 
672/2020, 3112022
Disciplines: medical sciences
Status of the 
course:Fakultatywny
Group of courses:B - 
przedmioty kierunkowe
Code: ISCED 0912
Field of study:Medicine, 
Medicine
Scope of education:
Profile of education: 
General academic
Form of studies: full-time
Level of studies: uniform 
master's studies
Year/semester: 1/1, 2/4

Types of classes: Classes
Number of hours in 
semester:Classes: 20.00
Language of 
instruction:English
Introductory subject: N/A
Prerequisites: N/A

Name of the organisational
unit conducting the 
course:Instytut Filozofii
Person responsible for the 
realization of the course:dr
Marta Śliwa
e-mail: 
marta.sliwa@uwm.edu.pl

Additional remarks: 



Classes(W1;U1;K1;):seminar - open discussion, presentation

FORM AND CONDITIONS OF VERIFYING LEARNING 
OUTCOMES: 
Classes (Colloquium test) - checking knowledge of medical anthropology
-

BASIC LITERATURE:
1. ed. Merrill Singer and Pamela I. Erickson, A Companion to Medical 
Anthropology, Wyd. Blakwell, R. 2011
2. Georg Peter Murdock, Theories of Illness. A world survey, Wyd. 
University of Pittsburg, R. 19890
3. ed. Francine Saillant, Serge Genest, Medical Anthropology, Regional 
Perspectives and Shared Concerns, Wyd. , R. 2007
4. ed. Merrill Singer, Hans Baer, Introducing Medical Anthropology: A 
Discipline in Action, Wyd. , R. 2009

SUPPLEMENTARY LITERATURE:
1. ed. Thomas M. Johnson, Carolyn F. Sargent, Handbook of Medical 
Anthropology. Contemporary Theory and Method, Wyd. , R. 1996
2. ed. Davd Landy, Cultural, Disease and Healing. Studies in Medical 
Anthropology,, Wyd. , R. 1977



Detailed description of ECTS credits awarded - part B

48SJ-ECAoM
ECTS: 0.88
CYCLE:  2023Z

Elective course- Anthropology of Medicine

The number of ECTS credits awarded consists of:

1. Contact hours with the academic teacher:

- participation in: Classes 20.0 h
- consultation 2.0

Total: 22.0 h.

2. Independent work of a student:

Total:  0 h

contact hours + independent work of a student Total:  22.0 h

1 ECTS credit = 25-30 h of an average student’s work, number of ECTS credit = 22.0 h : 25.0 h/ECTS 
= 0.88  ECTS on average:  0.5 ECTS 

- including the number of ECTS credits for contact hours with the direct participation of an academic 
teacher: 0,00 ECTS points, 

- including the number of ECTS credits for hours of independent work of a student:


